Safe and Healthy Lwes in Sa"e und Hexalthy Cammumms

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND ANQ

PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS, -

DEPARTMENT OF HBALTH,

BOARD OF MEDICAL LICENSURE ' : : S .
CAND DISCIPLINE | _ R I C94-~156A

In the matter of:
Polly A. Purgason, M.D.

CONSE&T ORDER

Pursuant ta.Sectlon 5w37;5 1 of ?hérGeneral Laws df-the
- State of Rhode Islanu, 1956, as amended a complaint was lend.
with the - Bﬁarﬁ“”mf“.&eélcal .quensule and - DlublplLHE-
- (hereinafter referred to- as ”Boa*d"ﬁ ;alleging- Polly A.
. Purgason, M.D., Respondent, vzolat@d Seotlon 5 %7 5. 1 (%9)
of the Genéral,Laws of"the:State of Rhodegisiaﬁd, 1956, as
emended. An investigation was conducted by Investigating
Committee I, so called, of the Board.

' Invesﬁigaﬁing=committeé I reported itg-evalhations:.
and recommendations to .the Board. The report was reviewed by

the Board .and it recomménded furchex action.

The. follow;qg constitutes the Envestlgatlng Committee’s . |

nvastlgative Flndings - with reqvect o the professional

pexaoxmaace of tae Respogdmnt

Investluative Flﬂdlﬂﬂa

1. The Respondent pmrfurmed ‘surgery. on a 74 ywar old man

on November 5, 1931 to correct the - drooping of both eyelids -

CANNOCN BUILDING, Three Capitol Hill, Providence, Rﬁode island 02908-5097
Telecommunication Device for the Deaf (TDD): 277-2506



. which had recurred after prior surgical.correction by another
physician in 1979,
2. Within three hours of returning home, the patient -

developed bleeding from his right 'éye. - The patient’'s wife

notified the Respondent’s office of the bleeding: and was . -

advised to apply ice in a&EéE&éﬂéé wiﬁﬁ";béét “operative
instractions.-

3. The ﬁétiént‘teléphéned the R@spbndént*s group
practice and was‘told to meét an associate of the Res?oﬂdéﬁ£ ”
at the Womnsoéket cftice. . fhe patient_ﬁet-the Resydﬁdénﬁjém"
associate Wﬁo.applied a ;pxesaure patgh@“ta the right -eye and
gave the patiént instruéticns, The Qatient.folléwed the
instructions and;r@moyeduﬁh@ patch:at:approxima;elyGé{op‘pgm,

The patient immediately- became concerned aboat the amoupt of
edema and discoloration. The patient then called t?e qroup
practice and was ftold by the answering service that the

physician "on call" would be notified. 'The patient then went.

to the emergency room at a hospital. The 'on call' physician

notified the Respondent who then called the emergency TCom dnd”
spoke with the emergency room physician.  The Resbonde@t avers
that she was reassured by the conversation and determined that
she could :wée" the peatient - ‘the next mornlng and made
alrangements to de s0.

4. The nexf day the R@spandent pexiormed a surgical,
intervention in the afternccn. The @atlent lost - the vigion

permanently in that eye.due tg.hem@rrhage.,



6. The Board finds the Respondent guilty of

‘unprofessional conduct for violating Rhode Island General Laws

5.37-5,1 (19) for"negligeéce.ﬁjn.not; going to a hospital
-amergency.room;to.evaluaté a patient after notification\oi,a,
post surgical complication. . |

The partié%-agrea as-féllows:

(1) The Respondent is a. physmc;ar llcanﬁed and
doing business under and by‘v11tue of tho Laws of the Siate of.
Rhode Island, allopathlc 1xcen5ﬁ No.. f958 |

(2) Respondent ddMlto to the jurlbdlbtlvn cf- the Boaxrd
and hereby agrees to remain under the Jjurisdiction of the
Boaxrd.

(3) Respondent has read this Consernt. Crder .and
understands @hat:it is a Qroposal of In#estigating‘Cqmmittee
1 of the Board and is subject to the final approval of the
Board. This éoﬁsent Order is not binding on respondent until
final ratification by the Board.

{4) Respondpnt hereby acknowledges and waives:

a. The rwght to Tapnpar personatly or by . .

counsel or both before the anrd;
b. The ~right to produre witnesses and

evidence in hms b@half at a hﬂaxlng,

0

The Jlght to cross examine WLtnﬂsses,
-d. - The right to have auhpoenas issg ued by. the
Board;

e. The right to further procedural .steps



except forfspeaifically'QOﬁtained,hér@in?"'

f. . Any and all. rights of uppeal cof “this-

‘Consent Order;

Board for consideration and reVLeW°ff"”"”"”

h. Any objectlon to the fact that it wall be
necessary _for the Board"té become
acqualnted with all ev1d@n09 p@rtalnjng
to thiﬁ matter iﬁ ordpr " to rveview
adequdtwly this Consent Order;

i. Any objectﬁon to the fact thaf potpptlal
bias agalnst the R@spondenL may gocour as
a reSU1? of the presenta thﬂ. of this
Consent Order "

(5) If the Consent Order is not accepted Dy the
Respondent:, the Investigative Committee w1ll recommend to Lhe
Board that an Administrative Hearing ke SQ#@@H;%Q;Wlth respact
to any and all acts of alleged unprofessional conduct. -1f the.
Board a§pravés, a‘Hearing”Cdmmitteg will be convened'for the.
purpose of :cénductinq the Administrative Hearing. The
composition Qf theuﬁeariﬁg.Ccmﬂittee is described 5y,5ta£ute.
If the Heariﬁg Ccommittee. votes in favor, of finding the
Respondent gﬁlluy of uﬂprofev“zonal conduct as syecaflnd in
the ﬁharges, the Board s%all prepare written flﬁdlng of. fact

-and iaw-in support of sald conclusion. If the &vcused is found



'not guilty, the Board -shall, “forthwith, issue. an oxdexn

dismissing the charges.

{6) Acceptance of this Ccnsent Order constitutes an .

. admission by the Respondent.of .the facts.set forth herein.

(7) This Consent Order shall become part of the public
record of this proceeding oﬁce it is acbeptéd by all parties
- and ‘by ‘the Board. - It shall be @ublished as:the:Board; in its .

exercise of-its discrstion, shall determire.

(8) Fdllur& to comply with this Ceqsent Ordor, when
signed and accepted shali subject the Rebpondent to further-

disciplinary action.

{9) The Respondent’s agrees to the sanction of a

Reprimand.

(10) The Respondent shall pay an Administrative Fee of
Five Hundred Dollars ($500) Dollars.to the Poard within sixty

days of ratification of this Consent Order.

Signed this ' day of Janr.  1996.

ﬂm WUJM«%;TMO

Poliy Pdrgason,’ M.D.




Racified by the Board of- Mealuai Licensure and Dlsclplmne at

a meeting held on gﬁbﬁi fmj' 1996,

Patr1c1a A. Nolan D, MPH
Director of Health, Chairperson
Board of Madical Licensuﬁe and
Discipline . o



